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hearing whatever to those who argued with or criticised the governor. He 
can only spare room to state briefly the gist of the unfavorable criticism ; 
but he finds abundant space for the voluminous letters and arguments of 
the governor, in frequent repetition, and for innumerable newspaper clip- 
pmgs, many ot which are of little or no value. A reprint, as is the case 
with this book, of one-half of the documents in a bitter political struggle, 
cannot properly be called even "a chapter of reconstruction in the South- 
em states." -c. r> 

Frederic Bancroft. 

American Commonwealths: Missouri. By Lucien Carr. Bos- 
ton. Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1888. — i2mo, 397 pp. 

The bright hopes entertained by students of political science upon the 
announcement of the American Commonwealths series have not been 
realized in the case of Missouri. It contains many interesting facts ; 
but it is unsystematic, carelessly written, and deeply tinged with the 
peculiar political theories of its author. The reader has a right to 
expect that this book should busy itself with the history of the com- 
monwealth of Missouri, and that, in view of the limited space, only such 
facts concerning the early history of America, of Louisiana Territory, 
and of Missouri Territory should be adduced as shed a direct light 
upon the social, economic, or political history of the commonwealth. 
But of 371 pages, 138 are devoted to the ante-commonwealth stage, of 
which much is padding. Of the remainder of the book, 24 pages con- 
tain an account of the struggle over the admission of Missouri, the 
Mexican war takes up 31, the Civil war 96, and the years from 1865 to 
1888 only 8 pages. The author says nothing about the constitutional 
law of the commonwealth ; he does not even mention the three consti- 
tutions, with their respective modifications. 

The most annoying feature of the book is the evident haste and care- 
lessness with which it is written. Examples of this are the reference to 
the Family Compact of " 1 762 " (p. 65) ; an error in defining the boun- 
dary of the United States as fixed by the treaty of Versailles in 1 783 
(p. 70) ; the persistent misuse of technical terms, such as a reference to 
the "French Code" under the year 1769 (p. 37), to Missouri as a 
" State outside of the Union," during the period that elapsed between 
the adoption of a constitution and the admission to the Union (p. 151), 
to "states-rights, or as it is now termed, local self-government" (p. 285), 
the persistent denomination of the Democrats that opposed the admis- 
sion of Missouri with slavery as " Federalists " (pp. 161, 162, 172, 173) ; 
and the remarkable statement that the determination of the people of 
the Ohio valley to enjoy the free navigation of the Mississippi in 1 790, 
ultimately led to secession and civil war (p. 73). 
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Mr. Carr has forgotten a great many things, but he has learnt nothing 
of the interpretation put on the constitution of the United States by the 
late war. He clings to the doctrine of Cass and Douglass, once so pop- 
ular in the Southwest. He regards slavery as a domestic institution, 
beyond the jurisdiction of the United States, even in the territories ; the 
attempt to impose any condition upon a commonwealth at the time of 
its admission is unconstitutional (p. 144), and an infringement upon 
the equality of the commonwealths (p. 158) ; the Missouri Compromise 
was " a transaction in which the North gained everything and conceded 
nothing " (p. 146) ; the Mexican war was occasioned by Mexico 
(p. 199), which received "a very handsome monetary consideration" 
for the cession of 1848 (p. 219) ; and the Kansas-Nebraska bill was 
" a tardy act of justice to the South." It is a curious fact that the 
Dred Scott decision, although the source of many of the arguments of 
the author, and often referred to in support of them {e.g. on pp. 144, 
146, 147, 158, 159, 225, 242), is never quoted by name in this book. 
The struggle in Missouri in 1861 was precipitated by General Lyon, 
F. P. Blair and the loyalists, according to Mr. Carr. The index is very 
deficient, omitting many names and events mentioned in the text. 

Robert Weil. 

History of Agriculture and Prices in England. By James E. 
Thorold Rogers. Vols. V and VI (1583-1702). Oxford, Claren- 
don Press, 1887. — 849, 768 pp. 

The present instalment of this noble work covers the period between 
the rise of prices in Elizabeth's reign and the beginning of the reign of 
Anne. The plan followed is the same as that of the earlier volumes. 
The basis of the work is the statistical tables which fill alternate volumes, 
and which contain statements by years of the prices of grain, meat, and 
other agricultural products, fish, fuel, the metals, building materials, 
textile fabrics, imported commodities of all kinds, and labor. These 
are also arranged by years and decades. The sources whence the 
prices are derived are the accounts of various colleges at Oxford and 
Cambridge, those of Eton and Winchester, and a number of individuals 
and families. The material is entirely new. Based upon it are the 
deductions contained in the text of the companion volumes. But the 
work, when complete to 1 793, will be more than a history of prices. It 
will be a social history of England, for it traces not only the develop- 
ment of agriculture, but that of foreign and domestic trade, of manu- 
factures, of the currency, of taxation, the progress of the artisan and 
the agricultural laboring classes, and the distribution of wealth. It is a 
monument of labor and learning such as few men in any age have been 



